
 
 
 

 
Living up to basic ethical standards in the classroom — discipline, tolerance, 

honesty — is one of the most important ways children learn how to  
function in society at large.   

~ Eloise Salholz 
 

 
Dear members of our Middle School Family, 
 
As we reflect on our priorities, as parents and educators we need to 
remember our shared mission of assisting our children toward the 
development of strong character — the building of civic responsibility and 
personal integrity. We cannot expect a person to be honest in his work life if 
he is dishonest in his personal life. We cannot appreciate democracy if we do 
not value the opinions of others. We will not assist others when we do not 
respect others or feel their pain through empathy.  
 
As parents, we want our children to develop into well-rounded responsible 
adults. I know that nothing made me prouder as a parent as when I saw my 
young children acting kindly towards those less fortunate. I strove to teach 
my own children to work hard, but also to be honest and caring towards 
others…to know that success came through working with others, not at the 
expense of others.  
 
Our faculty will work in partnership with you to ensure that our students get 
this consistent message of needed hard work, personal integrity, respect, 
caring, and civic responsibility. We will demonstrate this integrity in 
ourselves as we expect it from the children.  
 
With warmest regards, 
Peter Osroff, Principal 
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P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

MAY 
May 2 

Music in the Parks 
 

May 5 
Student/Parent  

Sports Mtg.  
(Current Grades 6-8) 

7 PM @ MS 
 

May 8 
PTA Plant Sale Pick Up 

 

May 11 
Spring Concert II 

7PM @ HS 
 

May 13 
ABC Expo 

Parent Open House 
6-8:30  PM @ MS 

 

Grade 8 Art Reception 
7 PM @ MS 

 

May 18 
Spring Concert III 

7PM @ MS 
 

May 19  
BUDGET VOTE 

6AM-10 PM 
 

Board of Ed Mtg.  
8:15 PM @ HS 

 

May 20 
PTA Mtg & Thank You 

Breakfast 
9:30 AM 

 

May 22 and 25 
School Closed 

 

May 25 
Memorial Day Parade 

10 AM @ MS 
 

May 26/Day 2 
School In Session 

 

May 29 
Teacher/Staff  

Appreciation Day 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

REVISED SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 Due to the use of two snow days, Tuesday, May 26  and Friday, 
June 26 will be regular school days. 

 

NEW YORK STATE SCIENCE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT  

and REGENTS 

 The NYS Grade 8 Intermediate Level Science Test (ILS) assesses the level of mastery 

students have achieved in science between grades 5 and 8. The test includes two parts: Grade 8 

Science Performance Test and Grade 8 Science Written Test. The parts will be taken over two 

different days. The first part of the test, Grade 8 Science Performance Test, will be 

administered on Wednesday, May 20, 2015. The second part of the test, Grade 8 

Science Written Test, will be administered on Monday, June 1, 2015. 

 The Grade 8 Science Performance Test will assess students’ lab skills and concept appli-

cation. It consists of hands-on tasks set up at three stations. They will be given step-by-step in-

structions and questions to answer as they work at each station. Each experiment will take about 

10-15 minutes. Students need to bring pens and pencils for the test; everything else will be pro-

vided. 

 The Grade 8 Science Written test will assess students’ content knowledge and applica-

tion. It includes multiple choice, short answer questions, and extended written responses in 

which students will be asked to interpret charts, draw graphs and diagrams and apply their 

knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Students need to bring pencils and a non-graphing 

calculator for the test. 

 Grade 8 students will be taking the  Earth Science Regents Lab Practicum on 

Thursday, May 28, 2015.  The Earth Science Regents will be on Friday, June 19, 

2015. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS AND BUDGET VOTE! 

 Garden City Public Schools Board of Education and district administration encourage 

Garden City residents to attend its upcoming public meetings to offer input during the budget 

formulation process. All meetings are held at Garden City High School at 8:15 p.m. Please join us 

for the following: 

May 12 Board of Education Work Session/Budget Hearing 

May 19 
Budget Vote 6 AM– 10 PM 

Board of Education Regular Session 



Editor’s Note:  Parts of the following article were mistakenly omitted  in the  March 2015 Viewpoints.  The entire 

article is reprinted on the following pages. 

DEUTSCH LERNEN MACHT SPASS!!   

 Deutsch lernen macht Spass!!  German is fun! In addition to our classwork, we 

have had an active club, ( Nickolaustag, and Marzipanfest,) we have taken cultural trips (to 

New York City to march in the German-American Steuben Parade, to Mineola to cele-

brate German-American Friendship Week in the German American Flag Raising ceremo-

ny, to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to visit the Historical German Settlement and the 

Christkindlmarkt,) and we will soon compete against other German students on the local 

(Sprachfest)—and this year on the national (AATG German Examination)—level.   

What else have we done? 

 Grade six German students have made a successful transition from the FLES program to 

their new language.  Beginning with simple dialogs, class members learned greetings for the different times of day and how to tell 

their name, age, where they live, and how they are.  They used hand puppets to practice what they learned with each other, and some 

performed dialogs for the rest of the class.   After learning numbers, days of the week, months, and seasons, they had an activity 

where they wrote questions and answers on separate color-coded cards and walked around the classroom asking each other questions 

about birthdays, holidays, and so on to practice their listening, speaking, and writing skills.   Their unit on weather culminated in 

“spontaneous” SmartBoard-driven weather reports, which they did as a Partnerarbeit, a form of cooperative learning.  Additional units 

have included the family, (with adjectives to describe family members,) and the school system in Germany.   The end product of the 

family unit was a descriptive and colorful booklet called Meine Familie, containing photographs and commentary about the various 

family members.  For the school unit, they learned vocabulary for items in the German classroom, German names of subjects they 

and German students have in common, and the way the school system in Germany compares to their own.   

*Fun fact:  In Germany, school is called off if the thermometer reaches 80 degrees. This is called a hitzefrei day. 

 Sixth grade students are currently constructing simple sentences with verbs and vocabulary from each of the former units of 

study, using their own “Das Verb” flipbook.  They recently created a kind of “Selfie” with 

a self-portrait and an “autobiography” in German.  They are excited about their next 

unit, which is  “Das Essen.” After learning vocabulary related to table and foods, they will 

write and perform a skit. 

 Seventh graders began the year with a unit on 

the geography of German-speaking countries. The choic-

es were Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, or one of 

Germany’s sixteen states.   They created a brochure to 

excite “potential travelers,” highlighting historical points 

of interest, (the Berlin wall, castles) industries, (such as 

watchmaking and chocolate in Switzerland, or automobile 

manufacturing in Germany,) and typical tourist attrac-

tions, (the salt mines in Salzburg, or Johannes Gutenberg’s 

printing press in Mainz). The brochures were then pre-

sented to classmates, who evaluated them.          

          

     

    

GC Steuben Paraders with West Point 

German Club members and guest of-

ficers from German military 

Marzipanfest during German Club 

GCMS marchers 
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DEUTSCH LERNEN MACHT SPASS!!  (CONTINUED) 

Students next explored the German school system in depth, learning about the four different kinds of high schools, and the 

many different subjects studied there.  They familiarized themselves with the grading system, the typical daily schedule, often includ-

ing Saturday classes, the fact that sports are not part of the school day, (students belong to Sportvereine or town clubs where they play 

after school hours,) and the Abitur or final exam which one must pass after completing academic high school or Gymnasium, in order to 

attend a university.  Some students in Gymnasium learn four or five languages, as compared to the average American student learning 

one or two. 

 *Fun fact:  While in fourth grade, parents and teachers decide the type of high school a student will attend.  That high 

school begins in grade 5. 

As a natural follow-up to the topic of schools, students explored the ways in which young Germans spend their free time.  

They compared free time activities in Germany with those in the U.S.   Students created booklets in German, writing details about 

their own activities and illustrating them, and then presenting them to the class.   

Seventh grade German students are currently learning how to shop in German and will soon begin a food unit and write a 

restaurant skit.  To refine their use of the language, they are using the “modal verbs” which alter the meaning of a sentence, some-

times rendering it more courteous. (Ich will vs Ich möchte.—I want vs I would like.)  It will be interesting to see how the language is 

used in the skit. 

 A “Modeshau” (fashion show) was the first project of the school year for the eighth grade. In preparation, students spent sev-

eral weeks learning clothing-related vocabulary,  including styles, fabrics, and descriptive details, and reviewing ads to see how items 

were priced.  They also read short dialogs on the topic of shopping.  Then they practiced incorporating expressions typically used 

when purchasing an item, such as “Ich hätte gern…” or a question from the sales person:  “Sonst noch etwas?” Students decided on 

“Styles of the Decades” as the theme for their fashion show and prepared their dress accordingly.  First, they wrote a monolog de-

scribing their outfit.  Then the fashion critic put together his review. There was a dress rehearsal, and on the “big day” everyone en-

tered the auditorium in costume.  As the hosts called out each model, each described his or her own attire.  The “fashion critic” com-

mented further.  Everyone was represented, from the early 1900s to today’s fashions.  The 1960s outfits with pastel wigs and peace 

signs received the most attention.  This served as a great opportunity to write, speak, and listen to German in a realistic setting.   

House and home were the next topics, culminating in power point “virtual tours,” web collages, or “real estate booklets.”  

Included in the unit were aspects of the culture of entertaining at home and related etiquette.  It was interesting to compare German 

customs to those practiced in this country. 

 *Fun fact:  When invited to a German person’s home, it is customary to take an uneven number of cut flowers.  Before 

presenting them to the host or hostess, all paper packing must be removed. 

Film and theater in Germany, hobbies, sports, and interests were the next topic.  Once again, students compared and contrasted the 

free time activities with those of young Germans.  The last unit will cover all aspects of travel. 

 *Fun fact:  In Germany, a country approximately half the size of the state of Texas, there are over 400 theaters, 3,000 

museums, 140 professional orchestras, and an opera house in almost every major city. 

 Up and coming:  Seventh and eighth grade German students will participate in the Annual German Language Sprachfest on 

April 18.  The event, sponsored and implemented by the American Association of Teachers of German, (AATG,) will be hosted by 

the Smithtown School District at Accompsett Middle School.  There will be many academic competitions, including the Culture 

Bowl, the Geography, Spelling, and Vocabulary Bees, German language Scrabble, skits, poetry recitation, program, T-shirt, and 

poster design, instrumental and vocal music competitions, and others.  Approximately eighteen middle and high schools will join 

Garden City in the competitions.  In addition to GC’s “Dream Teams,” our sixth grade volunteer dancers will perform a traditional 

German folk dance. 

 The eighth graders will take the new AATG National German Examination in April.  This will be administered in online 

format through Quia Corporation, and will provide an opportunity for students to practice their German language skills and to dis-

cover a measure of their language proficiency.          
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Editor’s Note:  The following article was mistakenly omitted  in the  March 2015 Viewpoints.   

THE NOUNS AND VERBS AND ADJECTIVES! OH MY! 

 Students have been busy this year with activities that enhance the learning experience.  Who knew Spanish nouns, verbs, 

and adjectives could be so much fun to learn!  Well the students know!  Activities such as “Slap Down” and “Verbapalooza,” and 

“Who am I?” are just a few student favorites! These engaging activities are part of the developmental steps taken, which ultimately are 

utilized, in the communication skills we practice everyday in Spanish class.  

 Señora Scarola’s seventh grade Spanish students have been working on their most recent project, ¿Quién Soy Yo? The stu-

dents were assigned a secret profession for which they wrote a Spanish description utilizing the vocabulary, grammatical structures, 

and verbs they have learned to date. Each student presented, in Spanish, the various actions that is known to be part of that secret 

profession.  The student in the audience had to comprehend the job descriptions in Spanish to claim their earnings. It was a job ex-

tremely well done! 

I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

             GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS RAISE MONEY FOR ST. JUDE  

 The sixth grade students at Garden City Middle School participated in our annual fundraising efforts for St. Jude       

Children’s Research Hospitals® Math-A-Thon.  This program raises money to help kids battling cancer and other deadly dis-

eases.  Garden City’s 6th grade has a tradition of superior participation in this worthwhile fundraiser.   Throughout the past dec-

ade, the sixth graders of Garden City have raised and donated over $450,000 to St. Jude, ranking it as one of the elite fundraising 

schools in the country.  Last year’s sixth graders raised $69,296.47.  Not only was that the highest amount raised by any school in 

the country it was the highest amount ever raised by a school in Math-A-Thon’s history (http://www.mathathon.org/100schools/) .   

 This year the students raised even more.   The sixth grade math teachers, Mrs. Drogin, Mr. Hakes, Mrs. Nardone, and 

Mrs. Orrego, are proud to announce that over $71,000 was donated by this year’s highly motivated group of children!  

 

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S ANGELS FOR TROOPS 

Last month, students from Garden City Middle School packed up boxes 

of supplies for our troops serving in Afghanistan as part of the Middle School's 

Pay it Forward Community Service project. They also wrote letters of support 

and delivered boxes of collected items to the Veterans Medical Center in North-

port. “On Saturday, the students with ‘Soldiers Angels’ and the four boys handed 

out handmade blankets and magazines to about 30 patients at the hospital,” said 

reading teacher Kimberly Greenwald . “They chatted with each patient and 

thanked them for their service. As you can see, I'm very proud of them. No 

adults went into to the hospital rooms with them; they did all the speaking.” 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAMES ZHENG  

 James Zheng, one of Mrs. Gullotta’s seventh grade orchestra students, was awarded a $500.00 Nassau 

Music Educators Association scholarship. James is Assistant Concertmaster of the seventh grade orchestra and 

participated in All-County and the Long Island String Festival this year. James plays first violin in the seventh 

grade orchestra. 

https://newman.gcufsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=yPnYSEyRdUeQhYLoO7agpqNXTxQBK4i7dq-E77dt0EczsipEH0TSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBtAGEAdABoAGEAdABoAG8AbgAuAG8AcgBnAC8AMQAwADAAcwBjAGgAbwBvAGwAcwAvAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mathathon.org%2f100schools%2f


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MS. ECONOMOU’S RECIPE of the MONTH 
April Showers Bring May Flowers 

 

Ingredients 

1 box Betty Crocker™ SuperMoist™ white cake mix  
Water, vegetable oil and egg whites called for on cake mix box  
 
1 box (4-serving size) raspberry-flavored gelatin  
 
2 containers Betty Crocker™ Whipped cream cheese frosting  
 
24 large marshmallows  
 
Assorted Betty Crocker™ Decorating Decors candy sprinkles  
 
24 small yellow gumdrops  

Directions 

1. Heat oven to 350°F (325°F for dark or nonstick pans). Place 

paper baking cup in each of 24 regular-size muffin cups.  

2. Make cake mix as directed on box for cupcakes, using wa-

ter, oil and egg whites and adding gelatin. Divide batter evenly 

among muffin cups.  

3. Bake 18 to 22 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center 

comes out clean. Cool 10 minutes; remove from pans to cool-

ing racks. Cool completely.  

4. Frost cupcakes with frosting. With dampened kitchen scis-

sors, cut each marshmallow into slices. Arrange slices on cup-

cakes in flower shape; sprinkle with candy sprinkles. Use frost-

ing to attach gumdrop in center of each flower. 

Mrs.  Biondi’s  Art  Corner  
Join us  for the  

Middle School 8th Grade Art Reception 

Tuesday, May 13, 2015 at 7 PM 

All 8th grade art will be on display, and 

the 8th grade permanent art installation will also be unveiled! 

We are so proud of all of our students!  

 

"This world is but a canvas to our imagination." -Henry David Thoreau 



GREATEST SHOW ON 

EARTH OPEN HOUSE 



 

B E AU T Y  &  T H E  B e a s t  J R .  

Congratulations Mrs. Aguilo, Mrs. Menges, Ms. Economou, Mr. Camilleri and  
the cast and crew of Beauty and the Beast Jr.! 

 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

 

  Mark of the Thief 

By Jennifer A. Nielsen 

 

When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a sealed 

cavern containing the lost treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds much more than 

gold and gemstones: He discovers an ancient bulla, an amulet that belonged to 

the great Caesar and is filled with a magic once reserved for the Gods -- magic 

some Romans would kill for. Now, with the deadly power of the bulla pulsing 

through his veins, Nic is determined to become free. But instead, he finds him-

self at the center of a ruthless conspiracy to overthrow the emperor and spark 

the Praetor War, a battle to destroy Rome from within. Traitors and spies lurk 

at every turn, each more desperate than the next to use Nic's newfound pow-

ers for their own dark purposes. In a quest to stop the rebellion, save Rome, 

and secure his own freedom, Nic must harness the magic within himself and 

defeat the empire's most powerful and savage leaders. 

      

 

  The School for Good and Evil 

By Soman Chainani 

 

This year, best friends Sophie and Agatha are about to discover where all the 

lost children go: the fabled School for Good and Evil, where ordinary boys and 

girls are trained to be fairy-tale heroes and villains. As the most beautiful girl in 

Gavaldon, Sophie has dreamed of being kidnapped into an enchanted world her 

whole life. With her pink dresses, glass slippers, and devotion to good deeds, 

she knows she'll earn top marks at the School for Good and graduate a story-

book princess. Meanwhile, Agatha, with her shapeless black frocks, wicked pet 

cat, and dislike of nearly everyone, seems a natural fit for the School for Evil. 

But when the two girls are swept into the Endless Woods, they find their for-

tunes reversed--and they'll quickly find that the only way out of a fairy tale . . . 

is to live through it. 

  


